[Errors of measurement and epidemiology].
The quantification of measurement errors is rarely considered during the preparation of a study protocol in epidemiology. This is in contradiction with the impact of these errors on the assessment of degree of association between various measures, which is often the objective of these protocols. A few important definitions of measurement errors are first proposed. The impact of these errors on the assessment of measures of central tendency and association is studied through examples and simple simulations. These measures must be exact since they play such an important role in estimating risk factors or in evaluating diagnostic tests.